CHAPTER II
ANGELS AND DEMONS

I

ANGELS

were angels in Jewish belief before there were
X demons.1 The early religion of Israel provided Jahweh
with a following of celestial beings, ready to serve him and to
carry out his commands, and these Bene-Elohim are referred
to on several occasions in the Old Testament. Genesis (vi. Iff.)
relates that some of them found the daughters of men fair,
and that their unnatural union peopled the earth with giants.
Isaiah (vi. 2) speaks of the six-winged seraphim who hovered
above the throne of God, singing his praise. And in 1 Kings
(xxii. 19) the Seer, Micaiah, has a vision of Jahweh on his
throne with " all the host of heaven " on either side.

However, these early references are few in number. It was
not until the Exile that angels acquired an increased importance
and definite functions in Jewish belief. They arose in answer
to the same desire for intermediaries between God and man,
which we have already seen to have given rise to the hypos-
tases. For instance, we notice that the prophets of the Exile
and of the Return represent angels as intermediaries,2 and as
interpreters 3 of prophecy.

As soon as the Jews began to speculate about the nature
of the angels, they gave them the general role of Jahweh's
agents always ready to carry out his purposes. Hence they
increased the number of the angels, gave them special functions,
and arranged them as a hierarchy of individuals with personal
names. In fact they visualized them as an immense train of
servants and courtiers like those which thronged the courts of

1 Bibliography : CCLII, 374 ff.; CCLXXXII, 224 ff.; LXXV, Index
under Engel;   CCLXVI, i, 57 jff.;   EB, art. Engel;   CCLHI, 320 jf.;
LXH; LXVH, 280 f.;  CCLXXIX, i, 401 ff.

2 EzeL ix. 2 ff.

3 Ezek. xl. 3 ff.; xliii. 6 ff.;  Zech. i. 8 ;   ii.  1 jff.,   etc.;   many
passages in Dan.; iv. 13;  vii. 16;  viii. 13, etc.